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  More than 
 Congolese Mennonites 

gathered on  e tember 
in inshasa  ca ital of the 

emocratic e ublic of Congo  
to itness and celebrate the 
ordination of t o omen  along 

ith t o men
 idonie ana Falanga and 
Fabienne idinda gombe ere 
the rst omen to be ordained 
to ministr  in the Communauté 
Mennonite au Congo 
Mennonite Church of Congo   
or CMCo  
 A third oman of the 
denomination  Berc  Mundedi  

as ordained in alonda  
estern asai rovince  on  
ctober  along ith four men

 his is a ver  s ecial da  for 
the Mennonite Church  CMCo 

resident Adol he omuesa 
alunga roclaimed in his 
inshasa address  he door 

is ide o en to ou  he said 
to the omen in the assembl  

he barrier is bro en
 he ve hour services in 

inshasa and alonda included 

multi le choral erformances  
instructions to the candidates 
and their congregations and 
ubilant dancing and gift giving  
ermons and comments from 
itnesses focused on the 

biblical and social bases for 
omen s leadershi

 e have been racticing 
se ual discrimination  hat is 
not good for the church  said 

aul adima  a inshasa astor  
o  e have ut in ractice 

alatians  In the church e 
are e ual
 obert Irundu  CMCo s 
national outh resident  said  

he oung eo le are full of 
o  e ant to encourage 
oung omen to stud  

theolog  
 Charlotte imbo d o o  a 
Mennonite Brethren oman 

ho attended the inshasa 
ceremon  said that idonie 

ana and Fabienne idinda 
have struggled along ith 

men for ears and ears for this 
ordination  Men have resented 
them  han s be to od that 
these men have no  recogni ed 
that omen have a lace in 
the church in astoral ministr  
and evangeli ation  e are ver  
ha  e ill su ort them as 

   
resident elson an a 

and others from astern 
Mennonite Missions MM  
found themselves celebrating 
the gro th of and learning 
from lobal outh mission 

artners at the annual meeting 
of the International Missions 
Association IMA  a grou  of 

 Anaba tist mission grou s  
held  August to  e tember 

 in inga ore  
 Asia aci c Mission A M  
based in inga ore  hosted this 
ear s ee long IMA gathering  

 ighlights shared b  lobal 
outh IMA members included 

Organización Cristiana 
Amor Viviente of onduras 
re orting that the  have three 
missionaries or ing alongside 

MM or ers in Asia and have 
started ve churches in Costa 

ica and ain  ith lans 
to enter Ital  he  also lan 
to send a or er to en a in 
collaboration ith MM
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Mennonite sisters  And e invite 
other omen and girls to oin 
them

CMCo is the last of the 
three Mennonite communities 
in Congo to ordain omen  
Communauté des Églises 
de Frères Mennonites au 
Congo Mennonite Brethren 
Church of Congo  has been 
ordaining omen since  
Communauté Évangélique 
Mennonite vangelical 
Mennonite Church of Congo  
ordained a oman for the 
rst time in ul   during 

celebrations of the church s 
ftieth anniversar

he struggle in CMCo for 
omen s ordination has ta en 
lace over decades  hile the 

struggle for omen s ordination 
as long and e hausting  

at times  ana said  e 
recogni e that ever thing has  
its time  as ritten in 

cclesiastes 
In ovember  t o 

more CMCo omen  identi ed 
b  church leaders as Mubi 
Mutemba and Mundombila  

ere ordained in ananga  
estern asai

. .

.
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 ne of the Mennonite grou s 
from Indonesia shared about 
their gro ing vision to engage 
their Muslim neighbours  ast 
ear a ne  believer in their 

circle of churches as illed 
for his faith  ince then  man  
oung eo le are ra ing and 

follo ing esus more seriousl  
 enr  Mulandi of African 
Christian Mission International 
in en a re orted that a 
member of his en an net or  

lanted a church in eading  
ngland

 he MM ministr  in hnom 
enh  Cambodia  rovides 

dormitories as a lace of 
Christian itness for rural 
students stud ing in the cit   

o l  Chin  a ne  believer at 
the dormitor  ho is stud ing 
sh farming  lans to return to 

his home in the countr side 
hen he nishes his studies

 he IMA as founded b  
MM  Amor Viviente  Meserete 

Kristos Church of thio ia and 
I A of Indonesia in  

Members artner through 
ra er  mutual su ort and 

international mission teams
 f the  mission grou s 
no  art of IMA  seven are from 
Africa  si  from Asia  ve from 

orth America and four from 
atin America  ome are from 

member churches of Mennonite 
orld Conference  thers are 

not

  Conversations about 
language and effective cross
cultural communication lled 
the meeting of Mennonite orld 
Conference s M C  rogram 

versight Committee  hich 
met in ctober  to further 

lan the u coming Assembl  
at the Farm ho  Com le  in 

arrisburg  enns lvania  A  
on  ul  
 he committee members 
re resent churches from Africa  
Asia  uro e  and orth and 

outh America and each s ea  
at least t o languages  In 
order to communicate for their 

lanning sessions  the  use 
the one language the  have in 
common  nglish
 hile all committee members 
s ea  nglish uentl  the  
discovered that translating their 

conversation into the languages 
of their homelands as not 
al a s as eas
 hen loo ing for a theme  

e had anted to use the ord 
stor  in the title  re ected 
iesa nger erman  chief 

international events of cer for 
M C  hat the  discovered  
ho ever  as that the nglish 

ord stor  ould translate 
into histor  in man  languages 
and the idea of histor  as 
not hat the team as tr ing 

communion and communit  
rote arc a  It is not ossible 

to have real communion ith 
those ith hom e do not 
communicate

And so the or  for clear 
communication continues for 
an event that ill include as 
man  as  eo le from  
different countries  

o that end  Fiona eufeld 
aragua  one of Assembl  

s inter retation 
coordinators  oined the 

their language  hich allo s 
ou to get to no  other eo le 

and their realities  re ected 
gon a ats  aragua  
outh rogram coordinator  

etting to no  these eo le 
from around the orld and their 
stories sho s ho  great od is  
and ho  diverse his creation is  

ometimes e thin  e alone  
have the image of od  but then 

e reali e that his a s and his 
thoughts are a  higher than 
ours

   
Five Mennonite orld 
Conference member churches 
recentl  collaborated on a 

ro ect intended to build self
sustainable church rograms 

ithin African Mennonite 
communities
 Communauté Evangélique 
Mennonite vangelical 
Mennonite Church  of  
Congo and Église Évangélique 
Mennonite du Burkina Faso 

vangelical Mennonite Church 
of Bur ina Faso  artnered ith 
Mennonite Church Canada  
the vangelical Mennonite 
Conference Canada  and 
Association des Églises 
Évangéliques Mennonite de 
France French Mennonite 
Church  to send t o African 
Mennonite oung eo le for 
training in entre reneurshi  and 
small scale agriculture
 ther ro ect artners 
included Africa Inter Mennonite 
Mission and Mennonite Mission 

et or  

to sa  o the  settled instead 
on the theme of al ing ith 

od
 ne of the committee s 
tas s during its ctober visit 
to enns lvania as to lan 
the subthemes for each da  
of Assembl  his tas  as 
more dif cult than it seemed  
ho  ould the  nd sim le  
memorable ords to describe 
the theme of each da  that 
mean the same thing in all of 
M C s orshi ing languages
 he  encountered their rst 

roblem in deciding on a ord 
to use to describe the or  of 
evangelism and social ustice  

ords that translated ell into 
dbele  the language s o en b  

committee member hobe ile 
cube imbab e  or French 

and anish but didn t have 
direct translations into modern 

erman  for instance  ther 
ords described onl  s ea ing 

the good ne s of esus ithout 
including caring for the oor or 

or ing for ustice as art of 
evangelism
 h  so much effort for clear 
communication  Because 
communication is an essential 
value for M C  said C sar 

arc a  M C general secretar  
in a recent article in the 
A ril  issue of Courier  
Communication has the same 

root as other im ortant ords 
in M C s mission and vision  

rogram versight Committee 
to lan translation for the event  

hich ill be available for all 
orshi  services in anish  

French  and ortuguese
 And et the Assembl  

lanners are also a are of a 
challenging realit  for man  
of those traveling to the 

nited tates in  these 
common languages  are still 

not their rst language  he 
team lans to honour and 
celebrate this diversit  b  using 
other languages as art of the 
morning and evening orshi  
services
 ou get to no  other 
cultures and orldvie s through 

.



    

 
 ea un ham from the 
e ublic of orea outh 
orea  is the latest Mennonite 
orld Conference intern to 

oin the staff of the Mennonite 
Central Committee MCC  

nited ations f ce  he 
intern is a oint a ointment of 
MCC and M C

ham is a member of esus 
illage Church in Chuncheon  

 he church  founded in 
 models itself on the s irit 

of earl  Anaba tists
ham is an undergraduate 

student at nder ood 
International College in eoul  

 ma oring in international 
studies and com arative 
literature and culture  he also 
has or ed at a refugee center 
in eoul  hel ing eo le from 
other countries rocess their 
refugee status

ham rst learned about 
MCC hen she and her famil  
visited the MCC ast Coast 
Material esources Center in 

hrata  enns lvania  A  
si  ears ago during her father s 
sabbatical ear in Cleveland  

hio  A
uring her one ear 

internshi  hich began in 
August  ham e ects to learn 
more about ho  MCC or s 

ithin the  communit  to 
build bridges of understanding 
bet een eo les and nations  

he also ill bring her o n 
bac ground and e erience on 

eacebuilding

 I articularl  ish to 
contribute a orean voice for 
reconciliation and eace to the 
efforts to end the bitter ar 

hich has divided the orean 
eninsula on the th arallel 

for  ears  ham said
 ham is the seventh M C 
intern to serve in this role  
All ere su orted b  M C 
and ere artici ants in 
MCC s International olunteer 

change rogram I  a 
service o ortunit  for oung 
adults from outside Canada and 
the  said oug ostetter  
director of the MCC  f ce
 o read more  visit the M C 

ebsite at m c cmm org

Mennonite orld Conference 
de ends on the su ort of our 
member churches and generous 
individual donors  ach of our 

 member churches is given 
an annual fair share assessment 
based on their relative ealth 
and relative si e  and their fair 
share contribution hel s to 
sustain the or  of our global 
communit
 his chart sho s that over 
the last decade  
the ro ortion of our revenue 
that actuall  is given b  
M C member churches has 
decreased hile the ro ortion 
of our revenue that comes 
from individuals has increased   

ur largest source of revenue 
no  comes from individuals 
rather than from our member 
churches

.
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 ome of the churches 
shared the follo ing re uests  
Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Mennonitischer 
Brüdergemeinden in 
Deutschland erman 
Mennonite Brethren Conference  
is focusing on su ort of 
smaller congregations  lease 

ra  for congregations that 
are struggling because of 
their si e  Associação dos 
Irmãos Menonitas de Portugal 
Association of Mennonite 
Brethren in ortugal  shares 
that a ma or economic crisis  
unem lo ment and man  
oung eo le leaving the 

countr  to nd or  in other 
laces is affecting the church  
lease ra  for ortugal and 

the MB congregations there  
Anabautistas, Menonitas y 
Hermanos en Cristo – España 
Anaba tists  Mennonites and 
Brethren in Christ  ain  
is than ful for three ne  
congregations ho have oined  
t o in the island of enerife and 
another one in Barcelona

 ra  for Mennonites in 
the hili ines ho oined 

ith others to res ond to the 
disaster created b  hoon 

ai an in earl  ovember  
ince the congregations of 

Integrated Mennonite Churches  
Inc  IMC  a Mennonite orld 
Conference member church  
are all in the north  the  ere 
not directl  affected b  the 
storm  o ever  churches sent 
donations to eacebuilders 
Communit  a restorative ustice 
ministr  based in the southern 

hili ines cit  of avao  
olunteers from churches 

have formed a eacebuilders 
Communit  team in e to 

rovince  in rmoc Cit  he 
team  led b  ann anto a  
arrived right after the storm 
to rovide ra id assessment 
and disaster management 
assistance  he  hel ed local 
command centres ma  out and 

rioriti e relief distribution  he 
team also or ed ith local 

astors and congregations to 
hel  revent con ict

 raise od for an engaged 
meeting here re resentatives 
of Anaba tist churches in si  

uro ean countries got together 
to listen  share and rocess 
decisions  from  ctober 

ean Mbuabua from the 
emocratic e ublic of Congo 

and Arouna ourabie from 
Bur ina Faso ere selected 
b  their res ective national 
Mennonite churches as the 
reci ients for this rogram  
ogether  the  ill receive 

necessar  training at the 
ongha  Center in orto ovo  

the ca ital cit  of Benin  
he ongha  Centre is a ero 

emissions model research farm 
that also educates students in 
ecologicall  sustainable farming 

ractices in the conte t of an 
African environment  he centre 
is gaining orld ide recognition 
for its advances in ecologicall  
sustainable agriculture in the 
African conte t

ongha s rogram is based 
u on a ero mission esearch 
Initiative  or I  Cro s  
animals and sh are raised ith 
methods that allo  the aste 
from each to be used as in ut 

in another  lant aste feeds 
animals and sh  and rovides 
mulch for other lants to hel  
ee  moisture in the ground  

Animal and sh ond aste 
becomes fertili er in lant 

roduction  aste aters are 
collected and combined ith 
animal and human aste and 
cho ed ater h acinth  
t icall  considered a nuisance 

ater eed  hen the  are 
rocessed in a biodigester to 

create methane and electricit  
to fuel o erations at ongha
 At the end of their training  
Mbuabua and ourabie ill 
return to their home countries 
to launch small scale farming 
activities  heir ne  s ills ill 
hel  them earn an income for 
themselves and for their church 

rograms  he  ill also train 
others ho can then carr  on 
this or  else here

  Among the man  
memories that hammah 

a a esi of ganda brings 
home from her one ear service 
assignment in Indonesia is her 
ne  understanding of loving 

od and others
 oving od and loving 
others is all that matters  
sa s a a esi  ho served 
as an nglish teacher and 
communit  or er in the village 
of Margore o
 a a esi as among  

artici ants in the  
oung Anaba tist Mennonite 

change et or  AM  
rogram

 his oint rogram of 
Mennonite Central Committee 
MCC  and M C rovides 
cross cultural lacements for 
oung adults from countries 

other than Canada and the  
ho are involved in their local 

churches
 a a esi sa s that one of 
the ob ectives of the rogram 

is to hel  oung eo le gro  
s irituall  in a cross cultural 
setting  In the beginning she 
felt this could not be achieved 
because church services in 
Margore o are in a language that 
she does not full  understand
 his language barrier  she 
adds  made her more reliant on 

od s ord and ra er
 he t o greatest 
commandments are about 
loving od and loving others  
and this seems easier said than 
done  ne thing I have learned 
and am still learning is that I 
cannot trul  love others if I do 
not love od holeheartedl  in 
truth  ith all that I am and all 
that I have
 For a com lete list of 

 AM  artici ants   
visit m c cmm org

Haga una donación al CMM
Se agradecen profundamente sus oraciones y donaciones. Sus contri-
buciones son muy importantes.

 nos encontremos

Give a gift to MWC

Faites un don à la CMM
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